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Wilson, Sloan The Man the Gray Flannel Suit 
Simon Schuster. July 18, 1955. 304p. $3.50. 
Applying for job with the United Broadcasting Cor- 
poration and told write his autobiography, Thomas 
Rath finally wrote: was born November 20, 
was graduated from Covington Academy 
1937, and from Harvard College 1941. spent 
four and half years the Army, (mostly Europe; 
the rest the South Pacific), reaching the rank 
captain. Since 1946, have been employed as- 
sistant the director the Schanenhauser Founda- 
tion. live Westport, Connecticut, with wife 
and three children. And was finding his six- 
room house and his seven-thousand-dollar year in- 
come too small. Both and his wife, Betsy, had 
been used plenty money; they were finding dull 
and troublesome have budget, make with 
1939 Ford. 

Tom Rath had been paratrooper and had, during 
the war, killed seventeen men, including eighteen 
year old German sentry. had married Betsy before 
going overseas and had been faithful her, except 
for one lonely period when was stuck Naples 
waiting for shipment from Europe the Far East; then 
had met forlorn Italian girl named Maria and had 
had “idyllic” affair with her for some weeks. The 
memory that interlude bothered him, because 
truly loved Betsy. 


That Rath got the job with United Broadcasting, 
assistant hired help its president Ralph Hopkins head 
Foundation for Mental Health; and that held his 
job and won promotion being honest with 
and his employer the main theme this fine first 
novel. 

There are, course, other complications. When his 
grandmother, who had raised him after his parents’ 
death, dies and leaves him her big estate South Bay 
overlooking Long Island Sound, the joy inheritance 
clouded grief for the old lady and the fact that 
the estate not only much depleted but also threatened 
claims made the old butler, Edward. Hopes and 
plans divide the acreage into building lots and thus 
make tidy fortune are further complicated zoning 
and the need for new school which 
opposed the line” residents. 


Bustling little Ralph Hopkins, millionaire president 
nited Broadcasting, receives unexpectedly temperate 
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and sympathetic handling; and his problems come 
head belated attempt teach his daughter Susan 
sense responsibility. 


The title comes, you may have surmised, from the 
gray flannel suit which, for time least, the uni- 
form the Madison Avenue men. Thomas Rath, 
seems the moral this story, will successful because 
not completely one those men, because 
maintains his personal integrity, even the perilous 
point confessing his wartime dalliance his wife. 


Adult readers should find The Man the Gray 
Flannel Suit novel instinct with vitality and portent 
better things come from its author, who is, inci- 
dentally, instructor English the University 
Buffalo. good note that here one more very 
promising novelist who finds need spice his story 
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with morbid sex. The Literary Guild has chosen well, 
indeed. Messrs. Simon and Schuster should happy, 
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Adams, Samuel Hopkins Grandfather Stories 
Random House. July 22, 1955. 312p. $3.50. 


Readers the boyhood reminiscences Samuel Hop- 
kins Adams they appeared stories published 
The New Yorker must well aware that had (a) 
remarkable grandfather the paternal side, and (b) 
intimate vicarious knowledge the early history 
the Erie Canal. Grandfather Stories, twenty-four 
all, Random House has presented the New Yorker 
contributions, with others that have appeared elsewhere 
are entirely new. The result series loosely 
connected tales, circling around the experiences 
Grandfather Adams his young audience, i.e., Samuel 
and his cousins, John, Reno and Jenny. 


The stories follow pattern well marked out the 
Erie tow-path: the children pay their regular weekly 
visit Grandfather, who previous design 
part chance reminded some adventure his 
earlier years; and the tale recounted with that ele- 
ment suspense which Grandfather introduces 
adroitly the satisfaction the children and the 
reader, too. Centered though they are the small 
family group, and many cases confined the experi- 
ences Grandfather Adams, the stories nevertheless 
have rich variety. There is, for example, the rollick- 
ing tale Cousin John’s disaster the occasion 
their New Year’s Day visit the home Miss Ada 
Kent, where mountain charlotte russe awaited the 
callers. John has previously “lost three highly essential 
buttons from the front his short pants.” Repairs 
were made with scarf-pin which gave way when John 
was seated table. his embarrassment and haste, 
John pinned the table cloth his trousers, and hurry- 
ing from the table tumbled knives, forks, spoons, 
candy bowl and the massive charlotte russe Miss 
Ada’s best carpet. 


But many the stories deal with canal life local 
history—how big breach was stopped Grand- 
father’s timely work and how the cholera epidemic was 
lifted from the area; George Eastman’s early appearance 
with his clicking-box, with name that was “an 
Eskimo-sounding word, something like ‘Kayak’; the first 
detached collars invented harassed Mrs. Montague; 
early baseball history, with the story Asa Soule, the 
Hop Bitters dispenser; Grandfather’s breaking-up the 
Thomas Carlyle Society well perpetrated hoax, 
and the true stories the ex-slave, Harriet Tubman, 
and Sam Patch who leaped his death the Upper 
Falls the Genesee. 


may well that some the stories, such “Canal 
Bride,” have been tailored catch the reader’s in- 
terest, that good deal what Grandfather would 
call “hunca-munca” has been introduced the author. 
quote Grandfather again, don’t know. Nobody 
knows.” Nobody, that is, except Samuel Hopkins 
Adams. there invention well reminiscence 


SELLERs 


here, cause for censure. The author has brought 
back goodly page local history that might otherwise 
have been lost, and has provided small 
ment those who read the volume. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Chessman, Caryl Trial Ordeal 
Prentice-Hall. July 11, 1955. 309p. $3.95. 


Recently heard radio announcer state that Caryl 
Chessman had been granted some sort legal stay 
execution the United States Supreme Court. The 
next day happened that began Trial 
Ordeal, written Caryl Chessman. Then realized 
that was the same convict who had written Cell 
2455, Death Row, about which had heard much but 
had not read. had not followed his case all, and 
therefore approached his second book with so-called 
“open mind.” Result: sympathy for Chessman. Why? 
Because there was much about his trial and conviction, 
presented series articles not written him 
from the San Francisco Call-Bulletin, added ap- 
pendix the book, which did not ring true. These 
articles did not debate the prisoner’s guilt innocence, 
but concerned themselves with the question 
whether not basic legal requirements were observed 
his The conclusion seems inescapable 
that they were not, and this seems especially true 
with reference the preparation the transcript 
the proceedings his trial, matter which can not 
discuss detail here. 


But what about Chessman and his book? denies 
that guilty the crimes for which was con- 
victed the “Red Light Bandit” Los Angeles 
1948. has been Death Row Cell 2455 the San 
Quentin, California, prison since July 1948. has 
fought for and obtained one stay execution after 
another. Some these stays secured unaided; others 
were obtained with the aid lawyers who helped him 
because they considered him innocent the crimes for 
which was readily admits that 
had committed other crimes and had been punished 
for them. writes graphically about the effect upon 
him the more than half dozen stays has received, 
some only few hours before the time set for his 
execution. 


has much criticism, most which seems justified, 
our legal processes, pointing out specifically how in- 


issued the Library, Universi 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 


Bonjour Tristesse (IV) 

Something Value (III) 

Sincerely, Willis Wayde 

Time for Sergeants (Ila) 

The Good Shepherd Forester 
Run Silent, Run Deep (Ila) Beach 
View from Pompey’s Head (IIb) Basso 
The Scotswoman Fletcher 
Excelsior! Bonner 
The Dinner Party (Ila) Finletter 


Gift from the Sea (Ila) Lindbergh 
The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) Peale 


How Live 365 Days Year Schindler 
Why Johnny Can’t Read Flesch 
Onions the Stew (Ila) MacDonald June 


rather than justice meted out many courts 
California. believes that capital punishment 
not deterrent crime. argues effectively that 
many so-called criminals would profit more from psy- 
chiatric treatment than from incarceration. believes 
that our present day system dealing with crime 
ideally suited for transforming petty lawbreaker into 
major criminal. asks consider whether 
not, view the steadily increasing number crimi- 
nals our penitentiaries, there may something 
fundamentally wrong with our approach the prob- 
lem. That the disturbing question that Chessman 
leaves with you, question which you will find hard 


forget. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 
Waugh, Evelyn Officers and Gentlemen 


Little, Brown. July 339p. $3.75. 

When Evelyn Waugh published Men Arms, 
passed the word along that this was the first 
projected three volume series covering one soldier 
and his companions arms World War II. Men 
Arms took Guy Crouchback through his officer train- 
ing period his first action Africa, and not easy 
remember more thoroughly delightful and funny 
book than that first volume the set. Officers and 
Gentlemen the second book, and will frankly con- 
fess that approached few books with more eager de- 
light than feelings registered when this book was 
put into hungry hands. Alas! left the table with 
something less than repletion. 


Officers and Gentlemen opens with Guy Crouchback 
London, where has been sent something like 
disgrace after the fiasco Africa. London falls 
with one the top secret outfits the British army, 
and within few days his entire position reversed. 
has become hero. 


sent lonely, wind-swept, frozen island off the 
coast Scotland which more haunted the living 
than the dead, and the island becomes the ad- 
fair haired boy Commando outfit. 


Waugh 


Hughes 


Precisely what the Commandos are doing, nobody 
deems quite sure, except that they are breaking their 
legs with startling rapidity the frozen cliffs; and 
when the light finally does come, sunset, not 
sunrise. The whole operation for which they are being 
trained scratched. last, however, the outfit moves 
Africa, except for one small unit still out the hills 
learning live off the country. (This outfit later 
comes back from the hinterlands. The professor teach- 
ing them the art eating roots and snails taken 
stretcher, suffering from extreme exposure and mal- 
nutrition.) 
For months the Commando outfit frets its ways through 
daily drill and exercises, but their worth finally 
proven. magnificent fool and knave given job, 
messes about thoroughly job can messed, 
and comes home find the mess has made him hero. 
The Commando outfit then sent into battle Crete. 
The battle Crete blundered through, and the novel 
ends shortly after Guy taken off the island the 
last boat. 
seems that Officers and Gentlemen Waugh 
has bitten off considerably more than his little teeth 
can chew. I’m Waugh man—whatever that might 
mean—from long way back, but this the best ad- 
vertisement for every other book about the war that 
I’ve come across. There terrible indignity about 
war that all are conscious of, but the indignity 
more physical than spiritual, and think that Officers 
and Gentlemen something the nature spiritual 
spit-in-the-eye. sure that Waugh would agree 
that student quadrupeds knows more about asses 
than Waugh does. His books are filled with them. 
But put ass field thoroughbreds and 
have him not only win the race but prove that 
should win—that too much. Waugh has been ac- 
cused being the perennial boy wonder satire. 
don’t believe that for minute. But hope mine 
enemies don’t read this particular book. I’d have 
answer. Even the spectacularly brilliant little touches 
characterization this book cannot save from its 
totality, poor little excuse novel, with Waugh 
laughing at, sorry say, his betters. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Hughes, Riley The Hills Were Liars 
Bruce. July 15, 1955. 250p. $3.25. 


“And behold, with you all days, even the 
consummation the earth.” 

Based upon the hope and the promise these words 
Christ His Church, Riley Hughes has constructed 
novel filled with the suspense the unknown bal- 
anced with the certainty Faith. you’ve ever won- 
dered what would happen the Church the event 
world destruction—which often seems terribly 
imminent—here highly imaginative yet thoroughly 
plausible tale life with “the Company the Fish” 
the end one “civilization” and the beginning 
another. 

The story opens with Kevin, the layman living 
cave-dwelling with the Pope ard several bishops, 
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foraging for food for the group the wastes near what 
had been New York. series flashbacks recalls 
his life youth with his parents, John and Martha, 
what was left Albany. When John and Martha 
disappeared while Kevin was out hunting, the boy had 
left his home and lived the life nomad until 
chanced upon the Company the Fish. 


With Kevin guide, the group, now enlarged the 
addition two families, set out explore the remains 
New York hopes finding suitable dwelling 
place. the way more men are discovered, village 
set and episcopal see established, and Kevin ex- 
plores what recognize zoo the wreakage 
the city. Finally, the Cloisters are discovered, fairly 
intact, and these serve home for the Church and 
its members. Here Pope Paschal III spiritual leader 
and Kevin secular leader—Church and State, inde- 
pendent, yet closely allied. 


During Kevin’s absence the community attacked and 
imprisoned the forces the Afflicted One—evil 
personified; Kevin’s wife, the widow friend, dies 
when her child stillborn during the attack; and the 
Pope made suffer the affronts the Afflicted One 
and his followers. 


Perhaps already too much the plot has been re- 
vealed; tell any more the story would 
injustice Mr. Hughes, whose novel reads with the 
interest and suspense the best the modern thrillers. 


the whole the book well-written—it good 
story told well. However, there are few incidents 
which first seem unrelated, and while these clear 
themselves the tale progresses, least one inci- 
dent seems have been put solely for effect. The 
characters are well defined, but. see them only 
superfically. The great struggle supposedly taking place 
within Kevin’s soul not strikingly portrayed 
might have been. However, such criticisms are minor 
and not detract from the excellence the book 
whole. 


Because the liberal use the symbolism the 
Church, the full meaning the story may veiled 
those below senior high school level, but all readers 
will find The Hills very exciting bit 


fiction. 
John O’Hara, 
Fordham Preparatory School, 
New York, New York 


Halasz, Nicholas 
Captain Dreyfus: The Story Mass Hysteria 
Simon Schuster. July 22, 1955. 275p. $3.50. 


October 15, 1894, exactly 9:00 P.M., Captain 
Alfred Dreyfus, French General Staff, reported the 
office his commanding officer. Within minutes 
his appearance, Dreyfus was formally accused trea- 
son. refused the gun proferred him, protesting his 
innocence, and was therefore placed prison await 
trial charge passing French military secrets 
Germany. was convicted, and, since the French 
law did not permit sentence death, was exiled 
Devil’s Island. Expeditiously the French had handled 


their first case treason long time, and even more 
important than the speed the hearing and punish- 
ment was the fact that the first Jew ever named the 
French General Staff had been disposed with 
finality that could not equalled. 


Unfortunately, Dreyfus would not stay buried the 
island the living dead. 


Dreyfus was innocent. knew it; his family believed 
it. But obtain reversal the court martial—ah, 
that was quite another problem. They were not only 
fighting evidence; they were fighting man who was 
guilty, who manufactured evidence damn Dreyfus 
just bit deeper, and who had enlisted the aid his 
fellow officers nailing down the lid the coffin. 
What emerged from this grotesque marriage vice 
with rank still reads like some impossible story grim 
horror. 

But the family Dreyfus would not let the case 
They spread false rumors about his escape, merely 
keep his name the public eye, and their work did not 
unrewarded. Gradually the enormity the prob 
lem was brought the attention men who had 
power and courage, and the name Dreyfus became 
one the thorns French politics. Gradually, too, 
the whole import the situation became over- 
whelming problem the consciences Frenchmen, 
and the realization that the innocence Dreyfus would 
mean the guilt another—and another who was not 


altogether possible that the cause Dreyfus might 
have gone down the drain history, but there was 
one man who saw through the problem, and saw 
that same instant the only solution. Emile Zola entered 
the lists, and his J’accuse, published Clemenceau, 
Zola threw down the challenge manner that could 
not denied. named names, and dared the 
enemies Dreyfus sue. They did. Tooth and nail 
they fought keep the very name Dreyfus out 
the courtroom, but behind the mockery justice that 
was meted out Zola came the mocking laughter 
the injustice meted out Dreyfus. Zola lost the case, 
but his defeat was victory. appealed the 
case—and went into voluntary exile England, 
keep the case even more dramatic—the whole tissue 
lies began come apart the seams. 


Henry, the poor, blind fool who manufactured 
dence, had his evidence thrown his face, and 
blew his brains out. the real traitor, saw 
the world cards collapsing about him, and dis- 
appeared swirl shadow, meanness, fear, 
vengeance. Picquart, who knew the truth, and who 
was driven prison because would expose it, 
gradually emerged man profound honor. And 
the little man lost Devil’s Island came back from 
the grave, hear himself convicted sheer insanity 
court, then pardoned when the world could not 
stomach the injustice. What wonderful about 
all that Dreyfus was never quite big enough 
hero, even the end. Only Justice won. 


you have two—or even one—good eyes your head 
and brain still fair working condition, 
book. There are few quaint transliterations that will 
throw you, and few obvious prejudices that will make 
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you frown occasionally, but for three dollars and fifty 
cents, it’s the best buy since Manhattan Island. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Ketchum, Richard M.; Anderson, Will; 
and Traurig, Ruth, editors 

What Democracy? What Communism? 
Dutton. July 11, 1955. 191p. each. $2.95 each. 
There has been considerable demand for factual ma- 
terial democracy and communism for schools and 
civic organizations. The two books listed here were 
designed meet this need. The material simply 
presented, with about half the text devoted well 
chosen pictures. Each book concludes with question 
and answer section, suitable for schools, and carefully 
selected reading list. There also glossary com- 
munist terms the text devoted this subject. 


The study democracy broad scale, although 
there considerable emphasis upon the American 
version. the concise treatment the history 
democratic ideas, there unusually fair considera- 
tion the medieval Christian roots democracy. 
much covered that the treatment bound thin 
spots. Yet rarely superficial bombastic. The 
student should receive some valuable insights into the 
democratic way life. 


The book communism savage and unrestrained 
indictment this system and its application the 
Soviet Union and the satellites. Both principles and 
practice are studied. Many useful facts about Com- 
munist imperialism are made available. There 
possibility that the presentation may backfire, because 
completely one-sided. The treatment factual 
enough, but there almost excessive concentration 
upon the dark side the picture. Students may won- 
der why Communist nations have remained strong 
why there not spontanous revolt against such un- 
relieved tyranny. 


Subject the reservations just made, these are quite 
useful books. They should freely used our schools 
give students factual grasp upon the key problems 
our time. Many adults will find the succinct treat- 
ment, and the excellent illustrations, more than 


passing value. 
John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Roberts, Cecil Portal Paradise 
Macmillan. July 26, 1955. 241p. $4.50. 

Fifty years ago Cecil Roberts saw the home 
friend picture Florentine villa set amid cypresses. 
The charm the painting combined with boy’s hero- 
worship its owner build possession home 
Italy into symbol paradise. The dream survived 
lifetime travel and residence other countries 
before was eventually fulfilled. 


Finally, after long stay the Elizabethan cottage 
the Chiltern Hills that witnessed the birth most 


Ketchum Roberts Roy 


his thirty books, Roberts had both the leisure and the 
wherewithal step through the portal. approached 
this sample, later bought and renovated palazzo 
overlooking the sea the same town; there settled 
down nunc-dimittis absorption the charm, 
gaiety, and historic lore with which this happily archaic 
section permeated. 


His book relaxed and graceful account Alassio 
and its area both modern and ancient times. Initially 
interest arises from the novelty the setting and the 
variety that stems from the gradual summer climax 
tourists, their waning departure, and the pleasant stupor 
the winter interlude. The contrasts, too, between 
the natives and the English colony offer rich human 
experiences. 


Eventually, however, the colorful record the past 
asserts itself the region’s abounding allusions per- 
sonages and events that stretch from Hannibal 
Napoleon. Roberts takes tracing the 
Roman roads, the return from exile Pius VII, 
search for the home Madame Genlis, his book 
becomes more history than travel. Yet what could be- 
come less competent hands digressive loss pur- 
pose actually strengthens the central impression 
providing vicarious sense the character the 
place. steady alertness literary, mythological, and 
artistic associations contributes similarly the success 
the volume. 


Roberts writes with subtle humor and moderate pace 
admirably suited his material. With none the 
flourished exaggerated salesmanship the travel 
folder, lets the simple, every-day life Alassio and 
the lore that evokes speak for themselves. The result 
very satisfying book for persons mature interest. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Roy, Jules The Navigator 
Translated from the French Mervyn Savill. Knopf. July 
26, 1955. 177p. $3.00. 

The navigator Ripault the French Air Force, flying 
bomber missions out England during the German 
occupation his own country. the story’s opening 
find him dangling mid-air, the sole survivor 
two bombers, which collided accidentally while return- 
ing the base. After his chute drops him beet 
field, makes for the nearest light, which proves 
the home R.A.F. officer. Only the wife in. 
She takes him and gives him tea. The contrast be- 
tween his recent escape and her kindness, his bomber’s 
life and her quiet home, made him feel that, after just 
missing death, has met life again. 


shaken later learn that all but himself were 
killed. For several days, loafs about the base, 
haunted the vision the girl who took him after 
his fall. then assigned navigate flight with 
Raumer, incompetent pilot, whose death only 
matter time. Annoyed, refuses go. Raumer 
and his crew never return. The others the base give 
Ripault the cold treatment, for they know his skillful 
navigating would probably have saved Raumer. Lucien, 


Steele Cooke 


the commanding officer, writes out charge that 
Ripault had refused fly without having doctor’s 
certificate illness. 


Ripault, provoked, refuses sign the charge. his 
moodiness and confusion, goes out one night again 
the home the young wife who had taken him in. 
She surrenders him. The next day feels little 
kinder about Raumer. meets another pilot, Ripon, 
who cannot see the landing lights his return, al- 
though they are there. understands Ripon’s frame 
mind; what needs friend help him over 
second navigator. stands directly behind the pilot, 
who now cannot see the take-off lights, gives him direc- 
tions until they are safely the air and the pilot’s 
vision clears. They fly and complete their mission, 
losing their lives they so. 

The author’s style clear, cold, beautiful, and 
dreadful the spectacular bombing raids describes. 
has all the feeling for air scenes that St. Exupery 
had. There are overtones life, death, love his 
economically drawn descriptions, which are filled with 
suggestions. But his writing, like that St. Exupery, 
not Christian feeling. There courage, stoicism, 
love, kindness and even self-sacrifice, but lacks Chris- 
tien feeling. For instance the adultery shown 
act kindness which gave Ripault the needed inspira- 
tion back and play his part the game life 
and death. The story finally one man’s sacrifice 
his life for another. But his willingness this 


seems spring from the unfaithful wife’s kindness 


him. The theme reminiscent some Graham 
through adultery. The book not- 
withstanding literature very high order, and de- 
serves reading mature mind. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Steele, Wilbur The Way Gold 
Doubleday. July 28, 1955. 375p. $3.95. 


Jo-Jo Mundy, picked itinerant junk-man and 
abandoned, tender years, automobile wrecker 
Enid, Oklahoma, grew embittered youth 
after being railroaded reform school. Later, 
ill-fitting, athletic-scholarship-student college, was 
again jailed for crime did not commit. This time, 
withdrawn from his mates and living self-imposed 
was placed the cell Ned Glaze, 
“The Last the Great Train Robbers.” After Glaze 
had broken twenty-year silence and forced the young 
man memorize long recital the way the gold, 
long buried loot Glaze’s crime, Glaze died and 
Mundy was pardoned. 

His hunt for the $100,000 gold coin, complicated 
pursuing “heirs” Glaze’s dead comrades, the police, 
the influence hard young woman who wished 
“expensive,” the lure Suburbia and respectable 
living, and the benign mystery roly-poly sponsor, 
makes the the story effects sub- 
stitution objects and law and decency triumph. 


possible that the makings good adventure 
novel are here. But the complications the plot are 
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implausibly connected, the motivations the char. 
acters are obscured the author’s psychologizing, and 
even the mystery the sponsor pat easily 
transparent and thus, with other factors, point the way 
early the inevitable end. 


Over and above these fiaws hangs the fault 
execrably mannered style that confuses author and 
character and, attempting crowd shades impli- 
cation and significance into one-word sentences, renders 
the entire work, despite the writer’s reputation, prac- 
tically unreadable. 
Still, its suitability for adults who can endure the 
fustian the more pretentious pulp magazines must 
admitted. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Cooke, David C., ed. 

Best Detective Stories the Year 1955 
Dutton. July 14, 1955. 249p. $2.95. 
From the pages Manhunt, Argosy, The American 
Legion Magazine, Maclean's, This Week, The Saturday 
Evening Post, and Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine 
come these stories crime and detection. You cannot 
possibly finish anthology without saying, 
know one they missed here that is...” And you will 
probably right. But when you finish this one, you 
will also know that David Cooke didn’t miss many. 
It’s tops. 
The stories, any excellent anthology, run the 
gamut crime. opens with the story man who 
asks you what you would each the moments 
his life that led him into the terrible maze crooked- 
ness which now lost—and you can see how 
each small decision, minor, trivial, harmless, was an- 
other nail the coffin his honor. ends with the 
story man who kills quietly, methodically, neatly, 
without hate, without motive, with only insanity 
carry him contentedly along. 
“Ticket Death” standard private eye job, with 
all the meticulous searching out detail that goes 
only perfect. There are few steps hidden from the 
reader’s eye, and you are left with profound feeling 
that crime may pay, but only the boys who clean up. 


“Perfect Alibi” gimmick story, and gimmicks 
go, satisfactory. “GI Story” superb Ellery 
Queen tickler, and frustrating and consoling 
most his generally are. “Shopping for Death” 
Bradbury, and you don’t know the chilling horror 
his stories can produce, what heaven’s name are you 
reading this for? 

“You Can’t Trust Man” another gimmick story, 
but neat, deadly, consoling. Always Get the 
Cuties” one you’ve read many times before, and 
come across again, and under every title, 
whatever author, when done well done 
here, love it. “The Trapping Tio,” cute. 
“Chinese Puzzle” quiet logic. “Mom Sheds Tear” 
neat, cute, moving, bit glopped up, but warm 
the end. 

The king them all is, feel, “Death the Club 
Car.” There was story several years ago that pro- 
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pounded the theory that only idiot gets quiet 
man angry. The professional killer and the detective 
their work business, but bystander does 
Club Car,” and has one the toughest, realest 
(forgive me, Dryden), justest (likewise) endings 
come across. 


you haven’t two-ninety-five buy this book, put 
your old edition Chaucer hock for week. Happy 


homicide. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Adamski, George Inside the Space Ships 
July 25, 1955. 256p. $3.50. 


Evidently nothing too bizarre come out 
fornia witness the current production cultist 
who lives the slopes Mt. Palomar and who con- 
tended book, Flying Saucers Have 
Landed? that the notorious flying saucers were reality 
scouts from space ships whose pilots were investigating 
the earth. this book tells his contacts with 
Martians, Venusians and Saturnians and his visits 
Venusian and Saturnian space ships, including photo- 
graphs their exteriors and diagrams their interiors, 
together with loquaciously meaningless set descrip- 
tions their operation. 


Whether this hoax hallucination, puerile psy- 
chopathic let the experts argue. Its truth falsity 
apparent the exercise only one sense—common 
sense, since real objective evidence presented. 
such suitable for only mature discriminating readers 
who will have little desire read it. 


Harold Park Avenue 


Knopf. July 25, 1955. 275p. $3.50. 

The Jelke case recent memory evidently furnished 
the germ this story. was distinguished from 
ordinary procurer only the fact that came 
wealthy people, and his prostitutes were the most ex- 
pensive obtainable. But furnished the Daily News 
with headlines for weeks. The author here sets out 
give the background how girl would get into 
such business his. 


The girl Maryann née Marja Fluudjincki, 
reared the tenement district New York, her father 
killed fall from scaffolding, her mother also 
killed accidentally some years later. This leave Marja, 
aged fifteen, alone with stupid stepfather. One night 
knocks her out and rapes her. recovering con- 
sciousness, she slashes his face with butcher knife. 
She put away woman’s reformatory and her 
year later, she thoroughly hardened, 
homeless, schooled evil ways the other inmates, 
and ready begin her career prostitute. Marja 
presented extraordinarily seductive, intelligent, 
and having certain decency and pride, certain 
ethical sense. She shown forced into this career 
her environment. time she becomes manageress 
Park Avenue Models, Inc., which furnishes girls for 


Adamski Robbins Dolson Benham 


“modelling,” but really for prostitution. Back her 
are the usual gangsters, and politicians. One day one 
her employees, dying crude abortion, gives away 
the business talking. 


artificial and melodramatic aspect the story de- 
velops here. The only true love Marja was Mike 
Keyes, who rose from the same tenement district 
become assistant D.A. his job prosecute Mary- 
ann Flood for her illicit business. has not seen her 
many years, and his earlier association, she secretly 
bore him child, but never told him it. This fact 
discovered her defense attorney, and used black- 
mail the prosecutor. soon Marja learns what the 
defense attorney really doing, she stops the case 
pleading guilty and thus protects Mike from having 
take the stand and reveal the story. Finally, she 
sentenced several years prison, she gives the child 
into the care Mike. And the story ends nicely 
look forward her rejoining him time, and liv- 
ing decently with her true love. 


the better element her character triumphs. The 
title page quotes the Gospel story Christ and the 
woman taken sin. And too feel that must 
not condemn Marja after learning her story. But can 
condemn this book? That different matter. 
Granted decency triumphs, realistic story prosti- 
tute’s career bound filled with occasions sin, 
and that true this story. spotted with sala- 
cious scenes, very skillfully drawn. And this what 
will sell the book. And the author’s whitewash 
charity and gospel quotations not enough cover the 
fact that the main part the story salacious. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Dolson, Hildegarde Sorry Cheerful 
Random House. July 1955. 207p. $3.50. 
Hilaire Belloc said, “There nothing worth the joy 
living than laughter and the love friends.” Hilde- 
garde Dolson says the same 207 delightfully refresh- 
ing pages. 
This collection twenty-seven essays—subtitled 
ventures true drab the author’s 
mastery comedy. smooth, easy-to-read-and- 
chuckle style skips happily from one anecdote an- 
other escapade. Her humor humorous; her comedy, 
comic. 
relish the deliciousness this book, heed Miss 
Dolson’s warning: take the book piecemeal. One 
further warning must added. not begin 
read this “human comedy” aloud your friends be- 
cause you will not stop until you, your friends, and the 
author gasp, “I’m full.” 

Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Benham, Freddie Laugh, You Sinners 
Fell. July 25, 1955. 217p. $2.95. 

Subtitle and blurbs would seem indicate that this 
description the workings the Circus Saints and 


Groseclose Kornitzer 


Sinners. After five page introduction, however, 
Les Kramer, describing the operation Saints and 
Sinners meeting, the remainder the book turns out 
categorized collection jokes and stories having 
little nothing with the Saints and Sinners. 
Some the stories are new—some are prehistoric, some 
the stories are good, some are poor, some are not 
suitable for mixed company, some are not suitable for 
any company--some are even humorous. 
whole, suitable for adults only. 


Groseclose, Elgin The Carmelite 
Macmillan. June 14, 1955. 289p. $3.75. 

The Carmelite, Elgin Groseclose has set for himself 
the difficult task re-creating the life seventeenth- 
century Persia. Whether not has succeeded only 
the expert can tell, but one thing seems clear: has 
made his locale completely credible and has placed 
lively, interesting, utterly human story. More- 
over, Mr. Groseclose’s narrative remarkable for its 
avoidance the meretricious; when the dancing girls 
come in, the hero—a Carmelite friar who has diplo- 
matic position the Persian court—goes out, and the 
author goes with him. 


The plot the novel unabashed invention. Very 
few historical facts form its basis; they are the mission 
Carmelites Persia, Englishman who served 
emissary the shah, and Christian princess 
the shah’s court who married the Englishman. When 
widowed, the princess went Rome, bringing with her 
for burial consecrated ground the body her hus- 
band. Using these few facts, Mr. Groseclose has shown 
remarkable ingenuity weaving tale around them. 
pictures the Carmelite mission hampered con- 
tinually strong, wily ruler who was interested 
chiefly getting Christian help against the Turks. Ac- 
cording this narrative, one man alone maintained the 
mission for many years. Fray Juan Thaddeus Saint 
Elisaeus toiled despite discouragement, always seeking 
God’s will, always searching out reasons for his own 
failures, always persisting bravely his efforts estab- 


lish the Church Persia. 


One the friar’s few successes the reclamation 
the princess Shamala, Christian Circassian who knows 
little her faith; Juan instructs her and leads her 
devout life. protect the beautiful girl from the 
shah, who wants make her member his harem, 
Juan arranges her marriage the English Catholic, Sir 
Robert Sherley; Sherley hostage, but bound 
only his word, given much freedom, and used 
the shah ambassador. After many years 
Europe, years during which the Carmelite hears little 
his first convert, the ambassador and his wife return 
Persia just Fray Juan, after more than twenty years 
the mission, about start out for Rome. Before 
Fray Juan has gone very far, turns back answer 
sudden inspiration; learns the death 
Sherley and sees that the princess grave peril be- 
cause her personal and political value the shah 
and one his viceroys. helps Shamala escape 
from the viceroy’s custody and accompanies her the 
first part her flight toward Europe. Fray Juan’s re- 
turn Rome more expeditious than that Shamala, 
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who reaches the city just time for the solemn and 
well-attended funeral the Carmelite who had always 
lived hardship and toil. 


The one false note that Mr. Gloseclose strikes occurs 
the narrative the flight, when Juan and Shamala 
are constantly together. Like many another novelist, 
the author apparently thinks that good novel about 
priest cannot written without romantic interest, 
insists the innocence the relation between the 
two but introduces enough intimacy and danger 
satisfy the sentimental and annoy those who have 
more classical concept the priest’s position. Fray 
Juan would more attractive, and more real and 
consistent, had been preserved from sentimentality, 


This fault forgivable, however; and are the other 
small defects, such one misuse Catholic termi- 
nology and one outrageous quibble indulged the 
friar. They are but blemishes what otherwise 
good piece writing—a well-told tale. Whether the 
Persia which Mr. Groseclose presents authentic 
not—and makes seem most authentic, except tor 
the freedom given the princess—it very real. There 
some stilted dialogue, but comparatively little for 
work this type. With Fray Juan, one lives Persia, 
and lives through hardship, vexation, danger, the 
quiet limited but palpable success. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Kornitzer, Bela The Great American Heritage 
Farrar, Straus and Cudahy. June 23, 1955. $5.00. 


desire for land, quest for adventure, opportunity 
gain new start life, have played important roles 
the development the West. The movement 
pioneers trom the Alleghenies the Pacific had its 
glamour well hardship. The fame and glory 
trail-blazing was balanced the horror and destruction 
Indian attacks. Still the wagon trains pushed on. 
The Great American Desert was longer obstacle. 
Due increased population, sparsely settled areas ex- 
panded. Territories became states. The West was 
slowly becoming integral part the American 
nation. 


the vanguard this migration came family 


stined influence the American scene. the 
Jacob Eisenhower, with his wife, four children, and 
father, pushed westward from Pennsylvania Kansas. 
This deeply religious, close-knit family were successful 
agriculturalists. Jacob was able give each his 
children one hundred and sixty acres land, and two 
thousand dollars wedding gift. Not attracted 
farming, David took his two thousand dollars, married 
Ida Stover, and went about raising family. Within 
fourteen years, seven sons were born David and Ida. 
Six lived maturity, Paul dying from diphtheria when 
was ten months old. The rest the story com- 
mon knowledge. Most the important fields 
deavor can claim and each one 
cess. Arthur became the banker, Edgar the lawyer, 
Dwight the soldier-President, Earl the 
nalist, and Milton the educator. Even Roy was 
cessful pharmacist before his death 1942. Although 
the election Dwight the Presidency brought the 
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Eisenhower brothers wider national prominence, 
apparently there has been little change their way 
life. Their biographical essays display common bonds 
between them. They are still the humble, God-fearing 
sons David and Ida Eisenhower. They also have 
heritage common with most other people. All admit 
that spiritual values govern the way conduct our- 
selves individuals and people. 


Such the tenor this book. recounts the story 
five brothers, their early childhood, their experiences, 
their principles, and their views American institu- 
tions. Those Edgar politics are interesting but 
his views the role Supreme Court justice are 
rather unusual. One seldom dissents just for the sake 
dissenting. Most the information this book 
already known. Most people will admit that the Eisen- 
howers are deeply religious, respect others rights, and 
have deep and firm belief democratic procedure. 
places the narrative seems overly repetitious. The 
failure include index its greatest weakness. 
This homespun, wispy, Horatio Algerish account 
(despite the author’s attempt avoid it) the five 
Eisenhower brothers. Some readers will probably enjoy 
but best this cursory biography. 


Timothy Scully, 
University Scranton 


Merson, Martin 
The Private Diary Public Servant 
Macmillan. June 171p. $3.00. 


February 1953, Dr. Johnson, president Temple 
University and conservative Republican, became head 
the International Information Agency the State 
Department the request John Foster Dulles. Mar- 
tin Merson, vigorous campaign supporter President 
Eisenhower 1952 and chairman much-praised 
local committee the earlier Hoover Report, went 
Washington Johnson’s operations chief and execu- 
tive officer. Because Johnson’s subsequent ill-health 
Merson played key role the struggle between the 
and Senator McCarthy and his aides. This book 
accurate day-by-day detailed account this five 
month struggle. 


The diary reveals consistent refusal the part 
Eisenhower and his chief assistants defend the 
against the lying, slanderous attacks McCarthy and 
his associates. Essentially diary frustration 
Johnson and Merson are again and again rebuffed, re- 
jected and restricted the Eisenhower Administration 
their efforts defend the their credit 
that their struggle was not totally vain. Their de- 
fense, although crippled, finally aroused such heated 
public opinion through the press force show- 
down ending substantial victory for the agency. 

was also the first what turned out series 
set-backs for McCarthy. 


The book contains many dramatic and frightening de- 
tails incompetency and expediency. Within hours 
after McCarthy and Cohn had enthusiastically sup- 
Ported Schine’s suggestion that particular person 
appointed policy head the agency, the F.B.I. phoned 

erson and warned him not touch the recom- 
mended man ‘with ten foot pole.” another occa- 


Merson Kornbluth 


sion Dulles disclaimed all responsibility for directive 
which was mere repetition explicitly clear 
memorandum written the first person incorporating 
the State Secretary’s own decisions. The book’s docu- 
mentation fairly complete, including such items 
the real story the gross distortions the Baker East 
and Baker West controversy McCarthy 
aides, told detail Frederick Woltman, whose 
record effective exposure consider- 
ably antedates McCarthy’s. 


When White House Aide Jackson was requested 
ask Eisenhower Johnson and Merson would 
backed showdown with McCarthy his espionage 
system within the agency, Jackson declined even 
call Eisenhower’s attention because knew was 
the “passion” the President “not offend anyone 
Congress.” 


The effects McCarthy’s attacks the and its 
officials included the substantial lowering morale 
the part the agency’s dedicated employees, most 
whom had assumed their government posts finan- 
cial sacrifice. Further effects were even greater difficul- 
ties recruiting talented employees and the reluctance 
large corporations even lend technical assistance 
because the apparent danger having their names, 
personal and corporate, “kicked around public over 
radio television the event continuing Con- 
gressional attack the agency.” These effects were 
not directly due McCarthy but far more the hasty 
and uninformed reactions his charges the part 
the highest officials the Eisenhower Administration. 
“Now could see, more clearly than ever before, why 
McCarthy had got away with murder. Even the risk 
lowering United States prestige throughout the world, 
the Republican Party line was give the hatchet- 
man free hand his public appearances. Even 
the risk creating choas the executive branch, 
was not impeded. Even when the man deliber- 
ately lied, the truth was not told.” All these 
experiences lead Merson conclude that the Eisen- 
hower Administration had basic weakness “its 
blindness the terrible price paid for compromise 
with what was essentially evil.” 


This angry book, written with much feeling, but 
with apparent high respect for the truth. McCarthy 
has recently been frequently debunked and rebuked 
that this book not very controversial today, although 
extreme McCarthyists will object violently. This 
book deserves read, however, for excellent 
account one the tragedies our time. This book 
further deserves kept and re-read excellent 
case study Public Maladministration, account 
the effects the absence “loyalty down” when 
public servants are under attack. 

Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 

Political Philosophy, 


Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 


Kornbluth, Not This August 
Doubleday. July 190p. $2.95. 

When the Sino-Russian alliance invades and conquers 
the United States Americans find themselves under 


Bagby Thomson Biddle 


repressive occupation even more onerous than the 
barebone rationing which had prevailed during the 
closing days the war. Resistance seemed use- 
less the face efficient Russian occupation but Bill 
Justin, commercial artist turned dairy farmer, comes 
into contact with small cells underground move- 
ment and then discovers almost completed satellite 
space station loaded with hydrogen bombs. man- 
ages get into space and spark successful in- 
surrection which defeats the Russians. final act 
turns God effort seek peaceful solution 
for the world’s problems. This scarcely science fiction 
and not the level the author’s collaboration 
with Frederick Pohl. suitable for adults. 


Bagby, George Dirty Way Die 
Doubleday. July 28, 1955. 189p. $2.75. 

When Inspector Schmidt Homicide West mugged 
and when two drifters, dying tetanus but killed 
massive overdoses morphine, are found aban- 
doned condemned tenements, all the elements are set 
for puzzler where careful attention detail and 
correct interpretation clues are vital the solution. 
Involved are Beryl Tucker, lady leisure who lends 
her extra Cadillac Andrew Simms, soda-jerker 
small drugstore, Beryl’s maid Kathy and dynamiter 
together with the four-fingered junkie, Halfhand Acker- 
man. Not too difficult solve but fair example 
the genré. Suitable for adults. 


Thomson, Stewart Show Force 


Harper. July 27, 1955. 286p. $3.50. 

Where East and West come into conflict they 
Maneppo, Arabian oil center along the Euphrates, 
tension due develop and violence will erupt 
consequence man’s misunderstanding his fellow 
man. Dramatis personae include Stratton, the pro- 
fessional soldier turned policeman and dealing with 
terrorists only direct action, Evans, the manager 
the oil field and another proponent force dealing 
with the Arabs, Mohammed Salem, the local dema- 
gogue orator, Herbert Quilliam, the British Consul who 
wishes negotiate with the Arabs human beings 
rather than colonial slaves but whose wife, Marjorie, 
has morbid fear anything Arab, Charles Benton, 
who Evans’ assistant and irritable weakling, Ben- 
ton’s wife who flirt, West, doctor who has de- 
voted himself the Arabs and Gruyt, Dutchman 
who has married Arab, produced halfbreed son 
and become outcast. 


Diplomatic negotiations for oil agreement have 
reached delicate stage; Salem whipping nation- 
alist aspirations; Maneppo uneasy state flux. 
Benton’s wife leads Salem into advances; Benton knocks 
him down. Marjorie Quilliam, driving through 
Arab funeral, becomes hysterical imagined attack 
and drives off leaving Gruyt’s son injured. Stratton 
seeks Gruyt who hiding with Abdel, the Bentons’ 
servant. Abdel kills Benton the mistaken belief that 
the latter about report Gruyt the police. Strat- 
ton and Evans feel that the murder Englishman 
must handled with immediate severity. at- 
tempt arrest Abdel, Stratton precipitates riot and 


Best 


brings the situation boil. Neither Gruyt, who has 
become part Arab, nor West, who has ministered 
them, nor Quilliam, who has attempted understand 
them are able take any effective action abate the 
crisis and even Quilliam finally obtains relief deter. 
mining defend the British consulate against the 


tale suspense climaxing violence there 
tion human feelings and emotions and thought, 
Graham Greene, also lacking. About all that one 
can say that there are series incidents 
petently concocted into plot worthy better 
ment. Condonation West’s mercy-killing Gruyt 
and one two other incidents make the book suitable 
only for adult readers. 


Biddle, Cordelia Drexel, told Kyle Crichton 
Philadelphia Father 


Doubleday. May 1955. 256p. $4.00. 


There ancient and unvenerable old piece about 
the city Boston, the home the bean and the cod, 
where the Lodges speak only the Cabots, and the 
Cabots speak only God something. (The 
obvious inference that Henry Cabot Lodge must talk 
only himself.) The Drexels and Biddles Phila 
delphia are somewhat the same class, anyone 
side Boston can the same class. And Colonel 
Drexel Biddle, the subject this biography, 
certainly the most remarkable clansman come from 
long line characters. 


Philadelphia Father traces the life Colonel Bid- 
dle—a title which won fairly, the way—from his 
unusual boyhood through fairly mad young man- 
hood, and along through his astonishing mellowing 
years. 


Biddle had any virtue, was enthusiasm. not 
only boxed, but became superb boxer, both with his 
fists, Queensbury, and with his feet, France. 
was enthusiastically favor meeting world 
champions the ring, and managed have his head 
practically knocked off when succeeded. turned 
from boxing collecting animals, and made the home 
joyous forgetting lock his pet alligators night. 
Apparently they did not eat anyone, though that 
mad house, perhaps nobody noticed just who might 
missing. 

took singing, managed master few operatic 
roles, and swung sharply into the business saving 
the souls the rum-pots the world. When his 
country needed him, Biddle went roaring into the 
Marines with the same old fire. that outfit 
managed stand out—and the marines, not too 
many ever that. 


This fairly delightful book. Colonel Biddle one 


‘of those people whom you must love from his very 


birth. Violent, unpredictable though may be, you 
must see beneath the strange exterior heart that was 
human old Geoffrey Chaucer’s. But there seems 
one flaw the book. 


The warmth Biddle himself missing 
book. are not only told the eminent social 
position both author and subject, but are pretty 
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well kept actutely conscious our own inferior posi- 
tion all the way through the book. Where the Colonel 
was warm and generous, the book tends cynical 
and condescending. But fine, and funny story. 
You should find this pleasant light reading, and you 
can ignore the obviously snobbish sound the lan- 
guage Cordelia Drexel Biddle, possible this may 
your most enjoyable book the year. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Mays, Willie, told Charles Einstein 
Born Play 
Putnam. Apr. 21, 1955. 168p. $2.50. 


Sporting annals will show that last year was spectacular 
any standard. Roger Bannister and John Landy 
fought out the British Empire Games conquer 
the four minute mile. the Polo Grounds something 
just important was taking place. Leo Durocher’s 
New York Giants were clubbing the National League 
into submission. the gonfalon firmly secured 
the flagpole, they then mesmerized the Cleveland 
Indians for four games win the World Series. Bob 
Lemon and Early Wynn will not quickly forget Dusty 
Rhodes but Giant rooters can never forget the “Say Hey 
Mays. Mays was the booming cannon 
for the Giants during the regular season. For time 
Babe Ruth’s home run record was danger but Willie 
was not interested surpassing Ruth. just wanted 
play ball. view the awards won last year 
would trite say plays ball well. one 
the greatest. you want differ, after you 
have read this book. Its honesty and sincerity will 
convince you that here man born play ball. 
Little Leaguers will profit from the valuable advice 
given Willie. Old Leaguers will read from cover 
cover before putting down. goes without saying 
that this must for all Giant fans. 


Timothy Scully, 
University Scranton 


Hobart, Alice Tisdale Venture Into Darkness 
Longmans. Mar. 16, 1955. 367p. $3.95. 

From her many years experience China, Alice 
Tisdale Hobart, best known for Oil for the Lamps 
China, has evolved another tale—this one set pres- 
ent-day China suffering the cruel grip Com- 
munism. 


Into this “dark comes David Conway— 
American parents, Conway, order follow his wife 
America salvage rather hopeless marriage, mini- 
mizes the dangers China and allows younger man, 
the ways that ancient country 
substitute for him manager bank. This man, 
Paul Damon, now the hands the Communists 
and try rescue him that Conway ventures 
inte the Communist-held Chinese mainland. Chi- 
friend his, Hong Kong, undertakes assist 
him means his connection with the underground, 


Mays Hobart Pocket Print 


and not knowing that his son, San, secretly 
Communist sympathizer entrusts David his care. 


San, meanwhile, waging bitter struggle within 
himself. the one hand his background family 
loyalty—so dear the Chinese—on the other his 
desire prove his adherence Communism and 
decides finally betray David the Communists. 


David captured, and night night subjected 
cruel, searching incessant questioning attempt 
have him confess that had come spy. David 
discovers that Paul Damon has been executed and the 
knowledge that Damon had accepted death rather than 
betray his country sustains him. Through that knowl- 
edge finds strength withstand his tormentors, just 
when seems that the Communists might try torture 
next. David rescued group guerrillas who 
also take San along that may delivered 
his father face punishment for having betrayed his 
family. 

Then, led this little band, which also includes 
girl, Feng Mei Ing, they start the long, dangerous trek 
back the coast. Week after week they travel, hid- 
ing, sometimes for days, encountering many dangers. 
During the course these weeks several the guer- 
rillas are killed, and San and the girl fall love. 
the end only David, San and the girl are left. 
And, practically within sight their goal, the three 
are almost certainly trapped. 

Still, feeling the awful sense responsibility not only 
for the death Paul, but also for his years indiffer- 
ence the plight China which thinks has helped 
contribute China’s submission Communism, David 
sees way expiate his sins, and decides give 
his life order that San, the girl and the child 
she have will able escape. Through David’s 
sacrifice San loses the “last vestige hatred for 
the man the West.” 

Mrs. Hobart has written perceptive novel. Through 
flashbacks David’s story and the story David’s 
parents and their stay China she reveals her thor- 
ough understanding the Chinese mind. One feels 
that through David she indicts the West for its ex- 
ploitation China, for its super imposing occidental 
know-how the orient without trying understand 
preserve what best its ancient culture. 


all. 
Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 
Pocket Print 
The Modern Library, which published Random 


House and has been one the foremost providing 
inexpensive reprints that have the distinction being 
excellently printed and bound, made first move 
join the “paperback publications” year ago with 
paperback editions selected titles the series aimed 
the college text market. Recently, decision was 
reached expand this paperback venture and date 
fifteen titles are now available handy pocket size, 
inches, good paper and with pleasantly de- 
signed lacquered paper covers $0.95. The titles 
previously published this Modern Library Paperbacks 


Pocket Print 


edition include Dostoyevsky’s Crime and Punishment, 
collection Seven Greek Plays, the Divine Comedy 
Dante, Plato’s Republic, Vanity Fair, Gulliver’s 
Travels, Tom Jones, The Brothers Karamozov, Great 
Modern Short Stories, and Faulkner’s two short novels 
The Sound and the Fury and Lay Dying. Under 
date July 18, five additional titles have been added. 
The best which Par Lagerkvist’s Barabbas, 
(MLP-13, $0.95; ceptionally lean and affect- 
ing novel centered the blundering life the rob- 
ber who was freed place Christ. Gertrude 
Stein’s disarming The Autobiography Alice 
Toklas, (MLP-12, $0.95; another welcome ad- 
dition. The others are for varying tastes: Truman 
Capote’s exotic Other Voices, Other Rooms, (MLP-14, 
$0.95; Andre Malraux’s early novel, The Royal 
laid Cochin-China and Siam, (MLP-15, $0.95; 
III); and Sigmund Freud’s study 
Leonardo Vinci, (MLP-11, $0.95; III). 


From Permabooks there reprint George Ap- 
pell’s Massacre Trail, for Western fans, (M-3013, $0.25; 
I); and The Permabook Cross-Word Puzzle and Word 
Game Dictionary, (M-4021, $0.35; I), for those who 
not consider unsporting use “aids” their puzzle- 
playing; collection Percival Wren’s Stories the 
Foreign Legion, with Beau Geste, John and Digby the 
principals seventeen short adventure tales, 
$0.35; Ila); and Operation Future, which bag 
short stories selected Graff Conklin from the big 
and little names science-fiction makers and which 
three are overly sexy nature, (M-4022, $0.35; IIb). 


Ballantine Books have two more “originals”: Frederick 
Pohi and Kornbluth collaborate another tale 
series based the economics the future, 
which the world controlled corporations whose 
contract-people live automatic houses, with bread 
and circuses given the aimless outcast mob under 
the auspices engineers, entertainment specialists and 
public relations men. This one, Gladiator-at-Law, pits 
young lawyer, Charles Mundin, against supercor- 
porate entity imagined world where juries are 
electronic computers, stock-markets are conducted 
pari-mutuel machines, and brain-washing 
exhibitions gory sadism are the order-of-the-day; the 
manner this tale and several immoral inci- 
dents involved make this suitable only for adult ad- 
dicts, (#107, $0.35; science-fiction tale 
John Wyndham’s Re-birth, which played 
world post-radiation-warfare, with only isolated 
islands population remaining and the seeds muta- 
tion firmly implanted. agricultural community 
Newfoundland, mutants are rigorously persecuted 
blasphemers against new cult anti-deviationism; 
here two couples discover and maintain the secret that 
they are telepathic mutants, and then find the sister 
one more powerful mutant the same direction. 
The story built around their successful attempt 
escape colony New Zealand. Like all Wynd- 
ham science-fiction, this item well-done, but because 
subject matter, seems suitable for adult readers only, 


(#104, $0.35; IIb.) 


Best SELLERs 


two from Bantam this month, recommended 
adult readers who like stories intrigue Graham 
Greene’s Orient Express, reprint one his earlier 
“entertainments,” which espionage, pursuit, murder 
and shoddy love aboard the world-famous Paris 
Stamboul train told Greene’s terrifying 
fact style, (#1333, $0.25; slight but well done 
story the settling the “dark-and-bloody” ground, 
1769-1777 Kentucky, Janice Giles’ The 
tuckians. The Long Hunters who cross the mountains 
from Virginia face Indian perils and win the rich lands 


Kentucky, $0.35; IIb). 


Pocketbooks for the month include three Cardinal edi- 
tions: Will Oursler’s Y., (C-173, $0.35; IIb), 
which rather youthful attempt outdistance Dos 
Passos, with palpable imitation the “Camera Eye” 
technique, and heavy-breathing, hot-handed manner 
which tries weave five six different strata the 
metropolis into one story; reprint Roger 
The Sign the Pagan, which tosses mixed salad 
shredded history the time Attila and heavy 
dressing awkward romance. Fuller explanation will 
found the Best Seller review, Nov. 15, 1954, 
(C-182, $0.35; IIb); and Leslie White’s Sir Rogue, 
reprint tale Elizabethan adventurers Russia 
trying dupe Ivan the Terrible into adding spurious 
English countess his harem; immoral incidents make 
suitable only for adults who will find scarcely 
worth reading-time, (C-178, $0.35; IIb). 


Margin Terror William McGivern (1062, $0.25; 
Ifa) better than average adventure thriller set 
Rome and involving the rescue influential 
communist from kidnapping back Moscow, and the 
rescue, too, nice American girl from the same 
political clutches. Other three Pocketbooks hand 
are Westerns: Arrow the Moon Margaret and 
John Harris, which treats the maligned Indians more 
sympathetically than usual, (1061, $0.25; I); Stage 
Road Denver, Allan Vaughan Elston, which 
just what you expect: bandits and sheriffs, (1064, $0.25; 
and Max Brand’s The Tenderfoot, (1065, $0.25; 


I), safe bet for any Western fan. 


Dell inverts the pattern issuing two mysteries for 
one Western. Allan Bosworth’s Bury Not 
cowboy reprint, (#858, $0.25; John Dickson 
1938 mystery starring ponderous and improbable 
tor Gideon Fell has plot that creaks like the title 
The Crooked (#859, $0.25; whereas 
dora Dubois’ Seeing Red seems expertly plotted for 
good suspense level and does some commenting 
time the dangers political witch-hunting and 
slander, (#860, $0.25; I). Add Sunset Land, however, 
the list: combination three novels the 
late western-story master, Eugene Rhodes, 
1934), with appreciative introduction Frank 
Dobie. This safe bet, too, for anyone, (Dell 
$0.35; have one Dell “First Edition,” 
Bullet for Cinderella John MacDonald which 
tries flavor rather silly plot with slatherings sex 


and soaking, (#62, $0.25; 
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